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01
Facts

Autism was                        as
prevalent among boys as
among girls

4.3X

Autism spectrum disorder is a
term used to describe a
constellation of early-appearing
social communication deficits
and repetitive sensory–motor
behaviors associated with a
strong genetic component as
well as other causes.

What is Autism?

 of children aged 8 years had
Autism 

1/54

02
Symptoms

What are the signs and
symptoms of autism?

Communication

Difficulties sharing
emotions, sharing
interests, or
maintaining a back-
and-forth
conversation

Social Interaction

Difficulties developing
and maintaining
relationships

Repetitive Behavior
Rigid adherence to
specific routines or
behaviors
Fixated interests or
preoccupations

Difficulties: 

03
Causation What causes Autism?

Debunked !!!

Refrigerator Mother?

Debunked!!!

MMR Vaccine?

When Leo Kanner first identified autism in
1943, he noted the lack of warmth among
the parents of autistic children.

The idea of a link between the MMR
vaccine and autism came to prominence
after the publication of a paper by
Andrew Wakefield and others in The
Lancet in 1998.

Genetics
For some children, autism spectrum
disorder can be associated with a
genetic disorder.
For other children, genetic changes
(mutations) may increase the risk of
autism . 

Environment
Researchers are currently exploring
whether factors such as

viral infections
medications or complications during
pregnancy, or
air pollutants

play a role in triggering autism spectrum
disorder.

04
Intervention

How can we cure autism?

Autism  Cannot Be Cured

Eealy InterventionBut can have

long-term positive effects

Timel ine
1920s

1930s

2020s

1960s

1950s

1940s

2010s

2000s

1990s

1970s

1980s

6 children with
autistic triads were
in scientific paper

Autism is included as a
disability category in
the Individuals with
Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA)

Criteria for a
diagnosis of
infantile autism was
established for the
first time .

The first study of
twins and autism
published. The study
finds that genetics are
an important risk
factor for autism

"Refrigerator mom"
was challenged and
neurological factors
was considered

Children with
symptoms are labeled
as having childhood
schizophrenia.

People with symptoms
were named "Infantile
Autism"
Kanner proclaims
"refrigerator mother"
theory

a research details 29
cases and have
effect on today's
classification

The CDC determines
one in 54 children have
been identified with an
autism spectrum
disorder.

The idea of a link
between the MMR
vaccine and autism
was debunked. Andr
ew Wakefield loses
his medical license

GRASP, an organization
run by people with
Asperger’s syndrome
and autism spectrum
disorders, is formed.
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Timeline What is the Timeline of

Autism?
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06
Fake

Treatments
Examples of fake treatments

Fo� examp�e: 
1. ��u�en-��ee,
2. �ase�n-��ee o�
3. �e�o�en�� d�e�s

Special Diets

GCmAF nURO-fEEDBACK

bleaching

I� �s a�so �a��ed �h�o��ne
d�ox�de (�D) o� M�ne�a�
M��a��e So�u��on (MMS)

An �n�e���on made ��om b�ood
�e��s

Whe�e b�a�n a������� �s
�he��ed (usua��� b� p�a��n�
s����� pads on �ou� head) and
�ou'�e �au�h� how �o �han�e
��

07
Other 

Theories

Other perspectives of
interperting autism

Double Empathy Theory
When people with very different experiences of the world
interact with one another, they will struggle to empathize with
each other.

Diffusion chain Experiment
Significantly steeper decline in detail retention in
the mixed chains was found, while autistic chains
did not significantly differ from non-autistic chains.
Participant rapport ratings revealed significantly
lower scores for mixed chains. These results
challenge the diagnostic criterion that autistic
people lack the skills to interact successfully.
Rather, autistic people effectively share
information with each other. 

He's such a
weirdo.

She's so
embarrassing.
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